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AS FOOTBALL FOUNDERS, VOLLEYBALL WINS FIFTH 
NCAA TITLE, TAKING MANTLE AS BIG RED BELL COW 


HINING STARS 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. — More than 12,000 dressed in red took to their feet, seemingly most 
raising cellphones to record the moment. ¢ Seconds later, Mikaela Foecke’s 20th kill of the 
night found the floor, and there was a dogpile of Huskers in the middle of the court. As gold 
confetti rained down and cheers bounced off the roof of the Sprint Center, a jubilant team 


of Huskers raised the NCAA volleyball championship trophy — the fifth in school history. 


By Henry J. CORDES WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 
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MORE HUSKER 
COVERAGE 


Homegrown Husker 
proves to be big-time 
leader, writes Dirk 
Chatelain. Sports 


Lincoln abuzz with 
hoops, Scott Frost and 
big-screen volleyball, 
writes Tom Shatel. 3C 


e There’s at least one sport where the University of Nebraska’s Cornhuskers remain a true 


national powerhouse. 


least three-quarters NU fans, the Huskers dispatched Florida’s Gators 25-22, 25-17, 18-25, 


In front of an electric, record-setting crowd of 18,516 that was at 


From left, Nebraska’s 
Kelly Hunter, Annika 
Albrecht and coach 
John Cook celebrate 


See Volleyball: Page 8 their national title. 


CONSTANTLY CHANGING 


Nebraska's missing-persons list 
isa clearinghouse of information 


By ALIA CONLEY 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Teen runaways. Exasperated 
adults who don’t want to be found. 
A couple who were brutally mur- 
dered years ago but whose bodies 
never were located. 

Nebraska’s missing-persons list 
contains the names of 571 people, 
but the list is a mixture of people 
newly reported missing, cold cas- 
es and, likely, people long dead. An 
average of 22 people are added to 
the list every day. 


Most of the people return safely 
within days. But some disappear 
without a trace. 

Very few cases generate the na- 
tional attention as that of 24-year- 
old Sydney Loofe, who was report- 
ed missing Nov. 16 and whose body 
was found Dec. 4. Officials suspect 
foul play in her death. 

State officials are hoping to im- 
prove the list and the way it’s com- 
piled and updated. 

Law enforcement authorities 


See Missing: Page 2 


How many of these trendy toys do you remember? 


From Hula Hoops to Cabbage Patch Kids to Fingerlings, we revisit 
some of the must-have toys of Christmases past. Living 
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HERITAGE HEALTH 


Predictability 
for state, not 
so for clients 
and providers 


Waits are longer for some 
services, payments under 
revamped Medicaid system 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — For Jody Faltys, 
the revamp of Nebraska’s Medic- 
aid system meant she was virtual- 
ly trapped at home for a month. 

Her wheelchair battery threat- 
ened to die and leave her stranded 
if she were to venture outside her 
Lincoln house. 

In the past, getting Medicaid au- 
thorization for a new battery took 
a week or two, Faltys said. But this 
year the state had contracted with 
new private companies to manage 
and pay for the bulk of Medicaid 
services, and the authorization took 
much longer. 

“I have never had to wait as long 
as I did this time,” Faltys said. 
“That whole month, I really did not 
go anywhere.” 

Nebraska’s new Medicaid sys- 
tem, called Heritage Health, was 
launched on Jan. 1. Courtney Phil- 
lips, the chief executive officer of 
Nebraska’s Department of Health 
and Human Services, says that 
despite some challenges, the pro- 
gram overall has been a success. 

Nevertheless, more than 
11 months later, unpaid claims and 
balky authorization processes con- 
tinue to frustrate health care pro- 
viders and delay care for patients. 
Improvements have been made, 
but the problems have left some 
providers struggling to survive. 

“It’s been a disaster, no doubt 
about it,” said Mary Walsh-Ster- 
up, an occupational therapist with 
Central Nebraska Rehabilitation 
Services. 

The problems reached such 
levels that HHS has taken action 
against the private contractors 
eight times so far. HHS has im- 
posed financial sanctions once, 
required corrective action plans 
three times and issued four writ- 
ten warnings. 

Each contractor has received 
at least a warning. The financial 
sanctions were waived when the 
company showed progress in cor- 
recting its problems. 

Still, Phillips described the sys- 
tem’s implementation as “very 


See Medicaid: Page 9 


Closer look at the EnergyBag 


Pilot program in Omaha that diverts 
trash from landfills has sparked 
debate. Money 


No longer just a number 


Great-great-granddaughters place a 
headstone at relative’s grave, once 
marked only by “1685.” Midlands 


2017 in photographs 


Review some of the year’s biggest 
national news stories with this set 
of stunning images. Page 5A 


One point shy of upset 


Nebraska basketball suffers a 
gut-punch loss to No. 13 Kansas. 
“That hurts,” NU coach says. Sports 


Weather 
High: 41 Low: 25 
Mostly cloudy, cooler Details: 12B 
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